Illinois Parental Notification Laws in Education: An Overview for Parents (Mid-2026)

Ilinois does not currently have a comprehensive statewide “Parents’ Bill of Rights” law similar to those enacted
in approximately two dozen other states. Unlike those states, Illinois has not adopted broad statutory protections
guaranteeing curriculum transparency, expansive parental opt-out rights, or mandatory parental notification
regarding student gender identity issues.

Instead, Illinois law provides parental notification requirements in specific, limited areas, primarily involving
student safety, allegations of sexual misconduct, law enforcement interactions, and special education. Broader
parental access to educational records is governed by the Illinois School Student Records Act (ISSRA) and the
federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

As a result, parental rights and notification practices often vary from district to district.

Existing Illinois Parental Notification Requirements
Notification of Sexual Misconduct Allegations

Under Illinois law (105 ILCS 5/22-85.10), all public school districts, charter schools, and nonpublic schools
must maintain procedures for notifying parents or guardians when a school employee, agent, or contractor is
alleged to have engaged in sexual misconduct involving their child.

Unless the student is eighteen years old or emancipated, schools must:

o First notify the student in a developmentally appropriate manner, except in circumstances involving
imminent safety concerns.

e Subsequently provide written notice to the parent or guardian.

o Inform families about available support resources, including counseling services and domestic or sexual
violence assistance.

These requirements arise from the expansion of “Faith’s Law” and operate alongside mandatory reporting

obligations to agencies such as the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and law
enforcement.

Notification of Law Enforcement Questioning or Detainment
Ilinois law (105 ILCS 5/22-88) also requires schools to make reasonable efforts to notify parents before law
enforcement officers—including School Resource Officers—question or detain students under the age of

eighteen on school grounds during school hours.

Schools must document their efforts to contact parents or guardians.

Special Education and IEP Notifications

Both federal and Illinois law require schools to provide extensive parental notice regarding special education
services.

Recent updates to Illinois law, including Public Act 104-0047, effective in 2026, require additional notice
concerning Individualized Education Program (IEP) facilitation processes. Parents must be informed of their
right to invite advocates, attorneys, or other support persons to IEP meetings.



Schools are also required to provide notice whenever significant changes are proposed regarding a student’s IEP
or Section 504 Plan.

Student Records Access

Parents generally possess broad rights to inspect and obtain copies of their children’s educational records under
both FERPA and the Illinois School Student Records Act (ISSRA).

However, these rights are subject to certain statutory exceptions and privacy protections.

Parents who wish to review records should consult district procedures and submit requests in writing when
appropriate.

Immigration-Related Notifications

Recent provisions under Illinois’ Safe Schools for All Act, effective in 2026, establish procedures governing
school interactions with immigration authorities.

In many situations, schools must obtain parental consent or comply with specific notification requirements
before disclosing student information.

Areas Without Broad Statewide Notification Requirements

Unlike many states that have enacted broad parental rights statutes, Illinois does not currently require statewide
parental notification or opt-out opportunities concerning:

o Sexual orientation and gender identity instruction.

e LGBTQ+-related curriculum or activities.

e Classroom discussions involving controversial social or ideological topics.
e School-facilitated social gender transition decisions.

e General curriculum transparency requirements.

Although some local school districts voluntarily provide such notice, practices vary widely across the state.

[llinois law generally places substantial emphasis on student privacy in certain sensitive areas and leaves many
decisions regarding parental involvement to local districts.

Proposed Parental Rights Legislation
Several legislative proposals have sought to expand parental rights in Illinois.
Measures such as House Bill 2818 and similar proposals have included provisions addressing:
e Greater access to curriculum and instructional materials.
o Expanded parental participation rights.
e Increased transparency in school governance.
e Public comment opportunities.

o Enhanced student data privacy protections.

To date, however, comprehensive parental rights legislation has not been enacted statewide.



Practical Advice for Parents
Because policies differ considerably among school districts, parents should:

e Carefully review their district’s student handbook.

o Examine board policies posted on district websites.

e Read annual parent notices and disclosures.

e Request copies of curriculum materials when concerns arise.

e Submit requests for records or opt-outs in writing.

e Maintain documentation of all communications with school officials.

Parents who encounter difficulties may wish to consult advocacy organizations, legal aid groups, or attorneys
experienced in education law.

U.S. Department of Justice Investigations into Illinois School Districts (2026)

In late April 2026, the U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division announced investigations involving
thirty-six Illinois public school districts, along with at least one major charter school network, concerning
policies related to gender ideology and parental rights.

Scope of the Investigations
According to the Department of Justice, investigators are examining whether districts:

e Include instruction involving sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) or “gender ideology” in pre-
K through twelfth-grade classrooms.

e Provide adequate notice and opt-out opportunities to parents.

o Restrict access to sex-segregated intimate facilities, including bathrooms and locker rooms, based on
biological sex.

o Comply with federal Title IX requirements regarding participation in girls’ athletics.

The investigations cite both Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and recent Supreme Court

decisions, including Mahmoud v. Taylor (2025) and Mirabelli v. Bonta (2026), which strengthened parental
rights concerning educational content and opt-out opportunities.

Statements from Federal Officials

Assistant Attorney General Harmeet K. Dhillon stated that the Department of Justice is committed to ensuring
that parents are fully informed regarding educational content related to sexuality and gender identity.

Federal officials have emphasized that school districts receiving federal funding must comply with applicable
constitutional and statutory requirements.

Districts Under Investigation

Public reports indicate that affected districts include schools from central, northern, and southern Illinois,
including districts in the O’Fallon area, District 87, Ridgeview, and others.



Although some observers have speculated about the reasons particular districts were selected, the Department of
Justice has stated that the investigations focus on curriculum, parental notification practices, and policies
involving sex-segregated spaces and athletics.

Public Reaction
Reaction to the investigations has been sharply divided.

Supporters argue that the investigations are necessary to enforce parental rights and ensure compliance with
federal law.

Critics, including some Illinois political leaders, contend that the investigations are politically motivated and
represent federal intrusion into local educational decision-making.

Most districts involved have indicated that they intend to cooperate with federal investigators while limiting
public comment during the investigation process.

Looking Ahead

These investigations are part of broader Department of Justice efforts across multiple states examining parental
rights, curriculum transparency, Title IX compliance, and educational policies related to gender identity.

Potential outcomes could include:

e Recommended policy revisions.

o Expanded parental notice and opt-out procedures.
e Voluntary compliance agreements.

e Additional enforcement actions where appropriate.

Because both legislation and litigation in this area continue to evolve, parents and school officials should
regularly monitor developments from the Illinois General Assembly, the Illinois State Board of Education, local
school districts, and the U.S. Department of Justice.

Disclaimer: This article is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
Parents and school officials facing specific legal questions should consult qualified legal counsel or an
advocacy organization experienced in parental rights and education law.



